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-Most Canadian home-heating systems are 
dependent upon electric power to operate 
furnace, forced-air circulation and ther- 
-mostat controls. Power supply interrup- 
tions can last from a few hours to several 
days and are often caused by freezing rain 
or sleet storms which damage power lines 
and equipment. An extended power failure 
during winter months and subsequent loss 
of heating can result in cold, damp homes, 
severe living conditions and damage to 
walls, floors and plumbing. 


The consequences of power and heating 
failure in sub-zero weather can be 
reduced in two ways: homeowners can 
protect their homes against frost damage 
before leaving it for a warmer location, or 
they can take precautions by having an 
emergency standby heating system 

which will permit continued occupancy 
throughout the emergency. 


@ Advance precautions 


— If you have a fireplace, keep a good 
supply of fuel on hand. 


— Install a standby stove or heater which 
does not require electricity, and if 
necessary, make sure it is vented. One 
way of doing this is by connecting it to 
an unused flue. Use only fuel-burning 
heaters certified by the Canadian Stan- 
dards Association or Canadian Gas 
Association. 


— If the standby heating unit will use the 
normal house oil or gas supply, have it 
connected with shut-off valves by a 
competent serviceman from the fuel 
supplier. 


— Have flashlights, lanterns, candles and 
matches or other emergency lighting 
devices stored in a handy place. 


— Check with your local supply author- 
ity before arranging for installation of 
emergency generators for furnaces, 
appliances or lighting. 


— Many broadcast stations can operate 
using emergency power. Have a 
battery-powered radio and spare 
batteries to keep you informed. 


@ If there is power failure 


Check to see whether your home is the 
only one affected; if so, notify your local 
electric supply authority. 


Turn on your battery-powered radio for 
local information. 


Don’t panic. Remember that even in very 
cold weather, a house with doors and 
windows closed will not become too cold 
for comfort for several hours. 


If you have a standby heating unit, turn it 
on before the house gets too cold. If the 
unit must be vented to the same chimney 
flue as the furnace, switch the furnace off 
before disconnecting the furnace flue. 


A house can be damaged by low tem- 
peratures, but the major threat is to the 
plumbing system. If a standby heating 
system is used, check to see that no part 
of the plumbing system can freeze. 


If all or part of the house must be aban- 
doned, protect it by taking the following 
precautions: 


— Turn off the main electric switch. 


— Turn off the water main where it 
enters the house. Protect the valve, 
inlet pipe, and meter or pump with 
blankets or insulation material. 


t 


be Open all water taps in the house, 
including the drain on the water 
| heater, and flush toilets several times. 


| — Check operating manual for dish- 

washer, washing machine, etc., 
for draining or frost protection 
instructions. 


— Horizontal water supply lines which 
might not drain when valves are open 
should be blown out with a tire 


pump. 
— Listen to a battery-operated or car 


radio for more detailed local advice 
and instructions. 


» After the power returns 
— Switch on the main electric switch. 


— Replace the furnace flue (if removed) 
and turn off the fuel to the standby 
heating unit. 


— Turn on the water supply. Close low- 
est valves first and allow air to escape 
from upper taps. 


— Make sure that the hot water heater is 
filled with water before turning on 
power. 


— Rinse out dishwasher and washing 
machine if necessary. 


— Warm house slightly above normal 
temperature for a few hours to allow 
it to dry thoroughly. 


— If the power failure has been lengthy, 
check food supplies in refrigerators, 
freezers and cupboards for signs of 
spoilage. If a freezer door has been 
kept closed, food should stay frozen 
24 to 48 hours. 


For other self-help advice on wilderness 
safety and survival and on what to do in 
floods, severe storms, earthquakes, driving 
in winter storms, or nuclear attack, please 
write: 


Public Information Planning and 
Services Directorate 


Emergency Preparedness Canada 
141 Laurier Avenue West 

2nd Floor, Gillin Building 
Ottawa, Ont. 

K1A OW6 

613-992-9988 


or any of our Regional Directors: 


Newfoundland 

Mr. D.H. Snow 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 

2nd Floor, Sir Humphrey Gilbert Building 
St. John’s, Nfld. 

A1C 1G4 

109-772-5522 


Prince Edward Island 

Mr. J.E. Ayers 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
70. Box 1175 

2nd Floor, Dominion Building 
Queen Street 

Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

C1A 7M8 

902-566-7047 


Nova Scotia 

Mr. R.B. O'Sullivan 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 801 

6009 Quinpool Road 

Halifax, N.S. 

B3K 5J7 

902-426-2082 


New Brunswick 

Mr. J.-P.D. Boiteau 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
590 Brunswick Street 
Fredericton, N.B. 

E3B 1H5 

506-452-3020 


Quebec 

Mr. André Tremblay 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 701 

250 ouest, Grande-Allée 

Quebec, Que. 

G1R 2H4 

418-648-3111 


Ontario 

Mr. H.H. Sampson 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 900 

60 St. Clair Avenue East 

Toronto, Ont. 

M4T INS 

416-973-6343 


Manitoba 

Mr. A.J.K. Rasmussen 
Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 306A 

391 York Avenue 

Winnipeg, Man. 

R3C OP4 

204-983-6790 


_ Saskatchewan 

| Mr. H.FE. Swain 

_ Emergency Preparedness Canada 
850 Avord Tower 

2002 Victoria Avenue 

Regina, Sask. 

S4P OR7 

306-780-5005 


Alberta and Northwest Territories 
. Mr. J.M. Hoffman 

_ Emergency Preparedness Canada 
10420-157 Street 

_ Edmonton, Alta. 

wor 2V5 

403-495-3005 


British Columbia and Yukon 
Mr. F.D. Cooper 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Room 111 

816 Government Street 

Victoria, B.C. 

V8W 1W9 

604-388-3621 
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